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Plans  for  RFD  Meeting  Apr,  27-29 

Our  plans  are  taking  shape  for  the  RFD  meeting  here  in  Washington,  April  .27, 
28  and  29. 

Secretary  Anderson  will  be  with  us  the  first  thing  Tuesday  morning,  April  27. 
To  be  sure  to  get  in  on  this,  and  other  important  features  the  first  morning,  you 
may  want  to  arrive  in  Washington  Monday  night,  or  very  early  Tuesday  morning.  The 
first  session  will  start  at  9:00  a.m. 

Wednesday,  the  28th,  we'll  go  to  USDA's  National  Agricultural  "Research  Center 
at  Beltsville , . . .for  the  entire  day.     Yesterday,  "Ernie"  Moore,  anc  the  various 
Bureau  information  men  in  the  Agricultural  Research  Administration  mapped  out  a 
tentative  schedule  for  Beltsville.     In  response  to  the  demand  from  last  year's 
visiting  RFD' s,  they're  setting  aside  about  two  hours  at  the  dairy  unit  on  the 
"proved  sire"  and  "crossbreeding"  work.     They're  also  providing  time  for  full  back- 
ground on  new  insecticide s. ., .and  their  place  in  insect  control ....  and  important 
coordinated  insect  control  programs.     More  about  these  and  other  features  later. 

Your  official  invitation  to  the  session  here  vail  be  coming  along  to  you 
shortly. 


Agricultural  Sessions  at  Columbus 


The  RFD  session  here  will  wind  up  in  time  for  you  to  take  the  overnight  train 
to  Columbus  for  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio,  April  30-May  3.     The  agri- 
cultural sessions  at  Columbus  will  include  periods  on  listener  surveys  being  car- 
ried on  by  Extension  and  radio  industry  groups ....  shows  with  rural-urban  appeal.... 
shows  for  rural  young  people. .. .television, .. .and  other  topics.     More  details 
about  the  Columbus  session  soon. 


National  Food  Situation 


BAE's  National  Food  Situation  (Mar,  5)  says:     "Meat  consumption  (in  '48)  is 
expected  to  be  from  143  to  146  pounds  per  person,  the  fifth  highest  in  the  last 
25  years,  but  from  five  to  seven  percent  less  than  last  year.     Per  capita  con- 
sumption of  most  food  items  is  likely  to  exceed  the  1935-39  average  and  will  be 
as  much  or  more  than  the  quantities  consumed  during  the  war  years,     The  exceptions 
are  fresh  apples,   lamb  and  mutton,  butter,  shortening,  potatoes,   sweetpotatoe s  and 
some  cereal  products," 
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Wheat  Council  Drafts  Agreement 

By  now,  you  probably  have  heard  that  the  International  Wheat  Council  finished 
an  international  wheat  agreement.     Tomorrow  (Tar.  6)  U.   S.  and  certain  other  coun- 
tries are  expected  to  sign.... with  certain  other  countries  allowed  until  Apr,  1 
to  get  authorization  from  their  own  Governments.     Next  step  is  ratification  by 
the  36  signatory  Governments ... .with  July  1  as  the  deadline. 

Highlights  of  the  agreement  are : 

1.  Runs  5  years .,. .Aug .   1   '48  through  July  '53. 

2.  Maximum  price  of  $2  for  each  of  5  years ... .with  minimums  of  $1.50,  $1.40, 
$1.30,  $1.20  and  $1*10, 

3.  So. long  as  governments  take  necessary  steps  to  carry  out  .obligations, 

they  are  free  to  conduct  trade  in  wheat  in  whatever  way  they  wish  

through  private  or  Government  channels.     But  transactions  outside  the 
agreed  price  range  will  not  count  toward  obligations.  '.  . 

4.  Exporting  countries  (U.S.,  Australia,  and  Canada)  guaranteed  to  sell 
500  million  bushels  annually  to  33  importing  countries  at  prices  no 
higher  than  the  maximum. 

The  Council  mace  two  important  concessions  to  the  British.     The  Governments 
reserve  to  themselves  complete  freedom  of  action  in  their  internal  agricultural 
and  price  policies,  but  they  pledge  themselves  not  to  operate  these  policies  in 
such  a  way  as  to  impede  the  free  movement  of  prices  between  maximum  and  minimum 
prices.     And  if  two -thirds --of  the  exporting,  and  two-thirds  of  the  importing, 
countries  (voting  separately)  agree,  maximum  and  minimum  prices  can  be  changed  in 
the  3rd,  4th,  and  5th  years, .. .provided  they  stay  within  the  originally  agreed- 
upon  maximum  and  minimums. 

Alcohol-  Pep's  Up  Motor  Fuel 

Dr.  G.  E.  Hilbert  of  USEA's  Northern  Regional  Research .Laboratory  at  Peoria, 
111.,  announced  today  developments  that  will  provide  an  important  new  outlet  for- 
farm  products ....  and  help  stretch  petroleum  supplies. 

Hilbert  pointed  out  that  blending  one  gallon  of  ethyl  alcohol  (which  can  be 
made  from  corn  and  other  farm  products)  with  nine  gallons  of  low-grade  gasoline 
will  make  10  gallons  of  premium  grade . anti-knock  motor  fuel.     He  also. said  using 
a  small  gadget  that  automatically  injects  a  mixture  of  alcohol  and  water  into  the 
engine  when  it  is  under  heavy  load  will  enable  a  truck  driver  to  take  the  hills 
in  high  instead  of  at  five  miles  an  hour. 

Poultrymen  Change'  Plans  .  ■■ 

BAE's  Poultry  Situation  (Mar.   3)  points  out  that  the  recent  sharp  drops  in 
feed  price s ....  coupled  with  little  change  in  egg  prices , ,, .means  farmers  are 
likely  to  raise  -more  chickens  in  '48  than  they  had  planned  earlier  in  the  year. 
On  Feb,   1,  farmers  reported  -they  intended  to  buy  20%  fewer  chicks  than  last  year. 
But,  with  recent  price  changes,  they're  likely  to  cut  only  about  10%  below  last 
year. 


-  3  - 


US DA  Official  Travel 

Lexington,  Ky.   --  Mar.  23-24  --  Under  Secretary  Dodd  at  State  conference  of  PMA 
Committeemen, 

'Athens,  Ga.  --  Mar,  10-11  --  Governor  I.  W.  Duggan,  Cooperative  Bank  Commissioner, 
and  ether  FCA  officials  at  conference  on  Agricultural  Cooperatives. 

Angola,  Ind.  --  Mar,  10-13  --  Ray  Turner  of  Federal  Extension  at  Annual  Interstate, 
4-H  Club  Staff  conference  for  111.,   Inc.,  Mich.,  Ohio, 

Lafayette,  Ind.    --  Mar.   2-18  --  Representatives  of  Feceral  end  State  Extension 
Services  at  Extension  workshop, 

Atlantic  City  --  Mar.   16-19  --  Hazel  X.  Stiebeling,  Chief  of  Bur.  Human  Nutrition 
&  Heme  Economics,  at  meeting  of  Fed.  of  Am.  Societies  for  Experimental  Biology, 


House  Agricultural  Hearings  in  West 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee  will  pick  up  with  its  field  hearings  'on  Long- 
Range  Agriculture  Programs  where  it  left,  off  when  interrupted  by  the  special 
session  of  Congress  last  fall.     The  schedule  is: 

Denver ... .Mar ,  22  Salt  Lake  City, ...Mar,  23 
Spokane .,  .Mar,  25  Fresno,,,.,  Mar,  29 

Yifitnesses  are  scheduled  by  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture,  here  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  .  ;■  .  s  ;  ' 

Watch  for  Plantings  Report  Mar.  19        '  . 

Mark  your  calendar- for  Mar,   19..,. the  date  for  BAE's  Prospective  Plantings 
Report  for   '48.     This  is  the  first  over-all  indication  of  prospective  acreage  of 
major  crops  for  '48,     In  view  of  the  food  and  cost-of-living  situation,  there  will 
be  great  interest  in  this  report  this  year, 

You  may  want  to  line  up  features  with  State  and  county  Extension'  people,  far- 
mer committeemen,  individual  farmers  and  othe rs ....  relating  local  thinking  on  1948 
production  with  the  national  prospects*  . 

Watch  for  These  Insect  Developments  .  . 

Possibly  next  week  or  the  week  after,  we  expect  a  USDA  press  release  dealing 
with  problems  in  the  use  of  some  of  the  newer  insecticides.     This  should  be  a 
highly  significant  release,  for  some  areas. 

And,  about  the  first  of  April,  you'll  be  getting  the  outline  of  the  big  cam- 
paign this  year  against  the  corn  borer.     For  the  first  time,  USDA  is  recommending 
insecticides  (DDT  or  Ryania  sprays  or  dusts)  for  use  on  field  corn.     But  control 
still  calls  for  destroying  borers  before  the  moths  emerge,   selecting  adapted 
varieties,  etc. 
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Agricultural  Price  Summary 

Last  Friday  afternoon,  BAE  got  out  a  "lock-up"  report  on  Agricultural  Prices. 
It  showed  that. .. .after  rising  steadily  with  only  minor  interruptions  since  June 
'47 ....  prices  farmers  received  made  one  of  the  sharpest  drops  on  record  during  the 
previous  month.     They  dropped  9%  compared  with  12%  between  February  and  March  '21. 
Below,  we've  summarized  highlights  from  the  report} 


Commodity  and  Unit 


Av,  Prices  Farmers  Eec'd. 


Parity  Price  or   :Av.   Price  as  Per- 


: Feb, 15 

Jan- 15 

Feb.  15 

:Comparable  Price 

:centage  of  Parity 

:  1947 

1948 

1948 

:  2/15/48 

:or  Comparable  Price 

:  2/15/48 

41.99 

$2.  81 

^2.12  ' 

$  2.19 

97% 

1,23 

2.46 

1V92 

1.59 

121 

•  0.797 

1.27 

1.04 

0.99 

105 

:  0,3056 

Oc  3314 

0. 3071 

0.3075 

100 

:  3.00 

4.11 

2.97 

2.38 

125 

;  0,905 

0.101 

0.10 

0.119 

84 

:  1.30 

1.86  : 

1,93 

1.84 

105 

:11.90  ' 

11.90'  '  ' 

'  11'.  20 

8.36 

134 

:  2.79 

2.02 

2.00 

2.38 

84 

:  0.55 

0.32 

0.33 

3.-05 

16 

:  0.92 

0.72 

0.89 

3.76 

'  "24 

:24.30 

26.70 

21.60 

18e00 

120 

•17.00 

21.50 

19.50 

'13.40  - 

146 

;1S.60 

22.20 

.  20.70 

14.60 

142 

;  0.678 

0.877 

0.849 

0.668 

127 

;  4.46 

5.09 

4'.  9  8 

4.08 

122 

;  0.253 

0.263' 

0.26'' 

0.283 

92 

;  0.386 

0.487 

0.45  ' 

0.49 

92 

Wheat,  per  bu  

Corn,  per  bu  

Oats,  per  bu  


Cotton,  pei   lb.  ... 

Soybeans,  per  bu.  . 
Pe  anut  s ,  pe  r  lb , 
Potatoes,  per  bu.  . 

Beans,  dry  edible, 

per  cwt  

Apples ,  per  bu. 
Grapefruit,  per  box 
Oranges ,  per  box  . . 


Hogs,  per  cwt  

Beef  cattle,  per  cwt 
Lamb  s ,  pe  r  cwt .  ... 

Butterfat,  per  lb.. 
Milk,  wholesale, 
per  cwt  


Chickens,  live, 
per  lb.  .... 
Eggs,  per  doz. 


Save  Gas  to  Avoid  Shortages 

Government  and  petroleum  industry  officials  are  pressing  for  a  15%>  reduction 
in  use  of  gasoline,  fuel  oil,  and  gas. 

They  remind  us  that  in  all  probability  next  winter  will  be  nearly  as  bad  as 

this  one  on  fuel  oil..., and  the  following  winter  probably  won't  be  much  better. 
In  between,  there  will  be  summers  in  which  the  supply  of  gasoline  will  be  none 

too  adequate.     In  fact,  unless  savings  are  made,  localities  may  run  short  of 
gasoline  for  harvest  this  summer. 
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RFD  Rural -Urban  Shows 

In  requests  coming  in  for  the  piece  on  rural-urban  shows  mentioned  in  our 
Feb.  20  RFD  Letter,  various  RFD's  have  offered  information  about  their  own  shows, 
and  plans  and  ideas.     Here  are  a  few  highlights: 

Bob  Child  of  WGY,   Schenectady,  tells  of  their  Friday  evening  Farm  Forum  on 
Interrelationship  of  Agriculture,  Labor,  and  Industry ... .which  has  followed  much 
the  same  format  for  upwards  of  20  'year s .  .  .  .with  a  10-minute  talk,  5,  minutes  of 
farm  electrification,  and  the  rest  of  the  half  hour  with  Farm  Advisor  Ed  Mitchell 
0t      giving  entertaining  answers  to.  listener  letters.     George  Graves  of  WCOP,  Boston, 
says  "my  endeavors  here  consist  wholly  of  supplying  information  to  home  garden 
operators  and  interpreting  farm  problems  to  urban  consumers.     Thus  the  rural-urban 
show  is  nothing  nev/  to  us,"  Dick  Kathe  of  WGAR,  Cleveland,  refers  to  his  large 
urban,   suburban  audience  and  reports  consideration  of  a-  series  of  shows  giving 
"a  portrait  of  the  different  counties  of  our  listening  area,  telling  the  commodi- 
ties the  county  produces,  where  it's  sent,  and  some  of  the  agricultural  history," 
John  Baker,  Program  Director  at  WLS,  Chicago reports  preliminary  consideration 
of  a  forum  type  of  program,  probably  to  originate  in  small-  cities  in  the  area, 
combining  rural  and  urban  people,  discussing  topics  of  mutual  interest,     C^W.  Jack- 
son, of  KCMO,  Kansas  City,   says  "Our  women's  director  has  a  program  designed  for 
both  rural  and  urban  listeners."    And  he  reports  plans  for  a  show  Sunday  morning 
around  9  a.m.,  v/hich  will  include  transcribed  shows  of  the  outstanding  agricul- 
tural event  or  events  of  the  past  week. ...  followed  by  one  of  the  newsmen  running 
through  the  weekly  papers  of  the  area,  commenting  on  stories  and  editorials, 
("Jack"  says  he  got  the  idea  for  the  news  and  editorial  round-up  from  Ted  Gouldy 
at  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,)     Larry  Haeg  of  WCCO,  Minneapolis,  promises  information  soon 
on  some  documentaries  they  have  in  the  mill. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  other  RFD's,  of  course,  who  have 
shows  slanted  at  the  general  rural-urban  audience.     We'd  appreciate  current  infor- 
mation about  such  shows. 

We  still  have  copies  of  the  suggestive  ideas  on  rural-urban  shows  for  those 
of  you  who  are  interested. 

And  Nov/  Bunny  Week 


Latest  of  the  many  special  weeks  to  come  to  our  attention  is  National  Rabbit 
Week,  Mar,  28-Apr,   3.    Yinich  is  good  excuse  to  remind  you  that  rabbit  production 
work,  which  was  over  in  Interior  for  several  years,  is  in  USDA.     And  we  have  a 
Farmers'  Bulletin  on  rabbits  (No.   1730),  along  with  various  mimeographs  on  breed- 
ing, diseases,  and  other  production  problems.    We  can  send  you  single  copies. 

Our  rabbit  specialist  says  rabbits  are  grain-saving  meat  producers  which  use 
a  large  amount  of  roughage,  and  table  waste  and  garden  products. 

USDA's  experimental  work  is  at  the  Rabbit  Experiment  Station  at  Fontana, 
California, 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  .    .  \\ 

USDA  News  Coverage 

A  good  many  RFD 1 s  have  expressed  interest  in  more  comprehensive  radio  wire 
news  coverage  of  USDA.     Some  in  the  business  say  that  part  of  the  trouble  in  some 
stations  is  that  the  RFD  never -sees  the  agricultural  news-  copy  on  the  general  ( 
news  wire ;  they  suggest  .that  the  RFD  make  arrangements  in  his  own  station  to  get 
these  stories,  or  that  the  press  associations-  "slug"  agricultural  stories  on  the  j 
general  news  wire  for  attention  of  farm  directors.     Even  assuming  the  RFD  gets 
the  stories  from  the  general  news-  wire,  others  say,  however,  they  still  would  v 
like  more  comprehensive  coverage. 

We're  interested  in  further  facts  on  the  situation,  as  the  basis  for  dis- 
cussions with  RFD's  and  press  association  people.     On  our  part,  we're  doing  a 
little  exploring  of  the  matter  with  people  here  in  the  Department.  Meanwhile, 
we'd  appreciate  any  comments  you  have.  •  Specifically,  would  you  keep  tab  for 
awhile  on  our  Daily  Press  Summaries,  and  check  with  a  red  pencil  (or  o-therwise) 
tho.se  stories  you  didn't  get  on  the  wire  which  you  wanted?    Te'd  appreciate  your 
sending  us.  a  batch  of  these  for  a  week  or  s  o  anyhow. 

Be  sure  to  give  in' the  batch  you  send  in  to  me,  a)  your  station,  and  b)  the 
wire  services  to  which  your  station  subscribes. 

If  the  facts  seem  to  warrant,  we'll  probably  have  some  discussion  of  USDA 
wire  coverage  when  the  RFD's  are  here,  April  27-29. 

Television  in  the  Farm  Belt 


George  Round,   Extension  Editor  in  Nebraska,  has  written  Federal  Extension 
about  a  television  demonstration  last  week  at  the  University  of  Nebraska.  Gejfg<= 
said  : 

"We  felt  it  was  highly  successful  and  showed  us  that  we  had  better  be  ready 
to  get  on  the  television  band  wagon  before  long. ...  Radio  Station  TOW,  Omaha,  of- 
fered to  bring  their  television  equipment  and  corps  of  engineers  and  producers 
down  to  Lincoln  to  show  how  television  might  be  adapted  to  agricultural  education. 
A  full  half-hour  demonstration  was  put  ont"     The  show  included  a  4-H  demonstra- 
tion on  clean-milk,  and  a  dramatized  skit  by  students  on  pasteurizing  -milk. 

Cordially, 

•  ••  '.  Kenneth  M,  Gapen' 

Ass't  Director  of  Information'" 
for  Radio  and  Video 

Encl osur e s  : 
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PMA  Mimeograph  -  Figs  Plentiful--Prices  Lower 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

RFD's  Invited  to  White  House 


March  12,  194  8 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Just  as  we  go  to  press,  Keith  Himebaugh  (our  Information  Director)  walks  in 
with  word  that  RFD's  are  invited  to  the  White  House  to  visit  with  the  President 
during  our  three-day  RFD  session  here,  April  27,  28,  29.     Time  is  12:45  p.m., 
Tuesday,  ^pril  27.     On  Monday,  the  26th,     we  must  furnish  a  list  of  all  (every 
single  one  of  you)  who  are  to  go  to  the  White  House,     Secret  Service  regulations, 
you  know  with  no  exceptions  made. 

Final  '48  Go- Is 

On  Monday,  USDA  will  announce  final  '48  production  goals  for  most  major  crop: 
and  livestock. 

The  '48  goals  call  for  increase  over  '47  planted  acreages  for  corn,  oats, 
barley,  sorghums,  rye,  flaxseed,  and. dry  edible  beans.  Goals  for.  wheat,  rice, 
and  soybeans  are  continued  the  maximum  acreages  feasible  in  terms  of  good  land 
use. 

Preliminary  estimates  (including  a  few  crops  for  which  final  goels  not  yet 
set)  incicate   '48  goals  of  354  million  acres,  or  7,4  million  higher  than  '47. 


We  Lose  Two  Co-""orkers 

In  less  than  a  week,  farm  and  home  radio  has  lost  two  widely-known  and  deeply 
respected,  broadcasters. 

Last  Saturday,  Ruth  Van  Deman....in  charge  of  information  in  USDA's  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics  for  many  year s ....  passed  away  after  several  months  in  a  Balti- 
more hospital.     Most  of  you  will  remember  Ruth  for  her  weekly  broadcasts  over  a 
period  of  about  14  years  on  the  old  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  the  NBC  net- 
work.    Ruth  was  a  pioneer  in  home maker  broadcasting,  and  was  a  by-word  in  homes 
throughout  the  country. 

This  morning,  we  learned  that  RFD  Hal    Ro.nollet  of  KOA  in  Denver  suffered  a 
fatal  stroke  while  on  his  way  home  last  night.     Hal  had  been  at  KOA  since  '44, 
and  prior  to  that  had  long  experience  in  county  agent,   club,  and  vo-ag  work. 
Throughout  a  large  segment  of  the  Intermountain  Empire,  nearly  everybody  knew  Hal. 
In  fact,  his  terrific  pace  in  running  his  program,  and  visiting  and  meeting  with 
folks  in  his  listening  area,  undoubtedly  contributed  a  great  deal  to  his  death. 


Farm  and  home  radio  has  suffered  a  big  loss. 
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On  the  Grain  Conservation  Front 

"[hen  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Grain  Conservation  (representing  50  organiza- 
tions) met  here  last  week,  it  urged  US  DA  to  "continue  and  itensify  its  grain  con- 
servation effort  at  least  until  the  1948  crops  are  harvested,  using  all  the  fa- 
cilities at  its  command." 

Meanwhile,  a  new  fact  sheet  on  "Save  Grain  by  Controlling  Livestock  Pests" 
is  out.... in  connection  with  an  intensified  drive  s gainst  these  pests. 

US  LA  calls  attention  to  the  way  that  county-wide  control  programs  eliminated 
the  deadly  cattle  fever  tick  from- 99%  of  the  U.  S,     And  it  suggests  the  same  kind 
of  united  action  against  the  horn  fly,   sheep  ked,  lice,   cattle  grubs,  and  other 
insects. 

A  concerted  campaign  is  also  taking  shape  against  grasshoppers. 

On  the  industry  side,  a  brewers ♦  -  agreement  is  now  before  the  Attorney  General. 
If  approved,  it  will  restrict  use  of  grain,  including  continuing  to  prohibit  use 
of  wheat  or  table-grade •  rice  for  brewing. 

A  bakers'  agreement,  estimated  to  save  10  million  bushels  of  wheat  through 
elimination  of  consignment  selling,  is  also  pending. 

Demand  for  Farm  Products 


In  this  week's  "Demand  and  Price  Situation,"  BAE  says,  "Even  if  food  pro- 
duction in  Europe  improves  as  now  expected,  foreign  requirements  for  U.   S.  foods 
are  likely  to  remain  large.     But  total  U.   S.  exports  .probably  will  run  somewhat 
smaller  than  in  '47,  even  if  Congress  enacts  the  largest  appropriation  under  con- 
sideration for  the  proposed  European  Recovery  program. 

Livestock  Outlook 


In  this  week's  "Livestock  and  Meat  Situation"  (Mar.  11),  BAE  indicates, 
"A  further  decline  in  the  number  of  livestock  on  farms  is  in  prospect  for  1948. 
Because  of  fewer  stock,  the  downward  trend  in  meat  output  is  likely  to  continue 
through  1948  and  most  of  1949.     The  trend  may  be  reversed  in  the  fall  and  winter 
of  1949  if  the  1948  corn  crop  is  large  and  the  1949  spring  pig  crop  increases 
over  1948. 

"Since  the  current  rate  of  cattle  -slaughter  is  greater  than  production  it  is 
adding  to  beef  supplies  only  at  the  expense  of  future  output.     An  upturn  in  beef 
output  cannot  be  expected  soon,  and  must  be  preceded  by  a  considerable  drop  in 
slaughter  during  a  period  of  expansion  in  cattle  herds.     Lamb  and  mutton  output 
is  not  likely  to  increase  greatly  for  several  years." 

Mexican  Labor  Agreement 

The  final  agreement  for  importation  of  Mexican  farm  laborers  was  completed 
Feb.  21.     State  Employment  Offices  will  soon  issue  the  procedure  to  get  workers. 


Anderson:     Foot -and -Mouth  Program 


In  a  talk  this  week  at  Albuquerque,  N.M, ,  Secretary  Anderson  discussed  a  few 
of  the  majpr  questions  that  have  come  up  about  the  foot-and-mouth  control  cam- 
paign in  Mexico, 

On  the  question  of  time  lapse  in  taking  action,  the  Secretary  said  he  ordered 
the  U.S. -Mexican  border  closed  within  an  hour  after  the  outbreak  was  confirmed 
Dec.  26,   '46,     In  January,  plans  were  in  the  making  for  an  official  joint  organi- 
zation to  fight  the  disease,     Congress  and  the  President  approved  the  necessary 
cooperation,  by  Feb.   28,  and  the  first  funds  by  Mar,  27,     And  the  Secretary  added 
that  "tp  say  'we  were  extremely  slow  in  moving  personnel  and  equipment  intc 
Mexico}'  is  just  not  truej"  ■• 

Commenting  on  statements  that  the  livestock  industry  has  been  uninformed 
about  certain  action  in  the  campaign,  the  Secretary  said,,  "Recently  before  a 
Congressional  committee  studying  the  eradication  work,  Albert  Mitchell,  the  chair- 
man of  t^e  industry  advisory  committee  on  foot-and-mouth  disease,  told  the  Con- 
gressmen 'he  had  access  to  all  Department  foot-and-mouth  informati on, " 

And  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  control  work,  the  Secretary  explained  that  the 
disease  is  still  confined  to  the  16  Mexican  States  where  it  existed  before  we 
wont  into  Mexico,     He  said  further,  "The  disease  has  not  been  introduced  into  the 
United  States,  and  we're  .not  only  holding  the  northern  quarantine  line  but  we  are 
about  to  push  it  farther  south," 

See  enclosure, 
PMA  Briefs 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Tariff  Bureau  has  proposed  to  ICC  a  10%  increase  in  motor 
freight  rates  to  apply  to  Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast. States  and  points  East, 
ICC  has  set  hearings  for  Denver,  Mar,  31. 

Refrigerator  car  supplies  tight  in  all  sections,  with  shortages  in  Calif,, 
Wash,,"  Red  River  Valley,  Wise.  ,  Minn,  ,  and  Iowa, 

Allocations  to  be  announced  in  10  days  to  2  weeks  on  purchase  of  1245  cars 
of  fresh  apples  for  nation-wide  distribution  for  school  lunch. 


Research  and  Marketing  Administration  project,  to  cut  down  egg  spoilage  due 
to  handling  and  processing,  to  start  in  Omaha,  Mar,  22, 


Spring  Clean-up  Week 


USDA  and  various  State  Extension  Services  are  lending  their  support  to  a 
spring  clean-up  campaign. 

The  emphasis  will  be  on  eliminating  fire  and  accident  hazards,  providing 
more  healthful  living  conditions,  and  saving  food  from  rat  and  insect  damage. 

We  sent  you  a  fact  sheet  on  proposed  campaign  procedure. 


USDA  View  on  Conservation  Programs 


Last  week.,  Asst.-  Secretary  Brannan  testified,  before,  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture  on  three  bills  before,  the.  House,  which. .deal  with  soil  and  water  con- 
servation and  improvement.  They  are  H.R, 's  4417,  4150,  and  4151.  Following  an 
analysis  of  these  bills,  Mr.  Brannan  outlined  USBA's  recommendations. 

...We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of,  the  testimony.  • 
New  Publications  .  . 

"Handbook  on  Insect  Enemies  of  Flowers  and  Shrubs"  —  is  comprehensive  l;15-page 
manual,  with  pictures,  control  and  prevention  of  possibly  200  pests.     Sorry  to 
have  to.  refer  you  to  Government  Printing  Office  even  for  your  per-sonal-  copy. 
Price  i.  3b%     Misc.  Pub.  ,  626...  .  .  , 

"Ammonium  Nitrate  for  Crop  Production"  -.-  points  out  that  conditioned  ammonium 
nitrate  is  now  widely,  accepted  by,  farmers . .  .  .because  of  low  .cost ,  .  high  nitrogen 
content,  improved  physical  properties  of  conditioned  ammonium  nitrate,  and  great 
potential  capacity  for  production  in  various  parts  of  country.   -First  introduced 
in  .'43.  ...  .with.  400,000  tons  us-d  in  .'46.   .Circular  No,  771.. 

■      .'•  ■       '.  rj ,.*v'. 

"Economic  Review  of  Food  -and  "Agri  culture"  --  is  Vol.  1,  No.l  of  pocket-size  quar- 
terly issued  by  FAO.     Articles  this  issue  include  "Prospects  for  Agri cultural ;. 
Production  and  Food  Supplies  in  1947-48,"  and  "Trends  in  International  Trade 
Policy/."  s  :  ;\ 

"Spacing  Distances  for  Windbreak  Trees  on  the  Northern  Great  Plains"  —  Circular 
No.  770. 


"Tree  Planting  in  the  Central,  Piedmont,  and  Southern  Appalachian  Regions"  — 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.   1994.  --  , 

"The  Second  Year  of  the  United  Nations':     The  Role  of  the  United  States"  --is 
very  brief,  readable  sketch. .. .with  only  about  10  pages  of  text,... and  6  pages 
of  graphic  representation  of  organizational  set-up  and  operations.  "\ 

Note:     Can  send  you  single  free  copy  of  all  but  insect  handbook. 

Conservation  Effect  in  Corn  Belt 

If  Corn  Belt  and  Lake  States  -farm/  land  were  put  to  its  best  use  (from  a  con- 
servation standpoint),  the  total  crop  land  would  be  little  changed.     About  24.6 
million  acres  of  permanent  pasture  and  idle  land  i^ould  be  shifted  into  crops..., 
and  24c 5  million  out  of  crops.     This  would  mean  100,000  acres  more  crop  land  than 
in  '39.-  But  the  land  shifted-into  crops  would  be  considerably  more  productive 
than  the  land  retired. 

The -foregoing  is  the  essence  of  a  study  by  BAE  of  possible  effects  of  apply- 
ing SCS  recommendations.     We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  report. 
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USDA  Official  Travel 

Albany,  Calif.  Mar.  24-26  --  W.  V.  Lambert,  Administrator,  Agri.  Research  Admin. - 
Western  Regional  Research  Laboratory. 

Peoria,  111.  --  Mar..  25-26        P.  N.  Annand,  Chief,  Bur.   Entomology  &  Plant  Quar.- 
Regional  meeting  of  American  Assoc,  of  Economic  Entomologists. 

Pecria        Apr-  12-13  —  M.  A.  McCall,  Ass't  Chief *  Bur.   Plant  Industry  -  Meeting 

of  Agricultural  Expt,   Stations  Relation  Committee  at  Northern  Regional  Research  Lab. 

Lexington,  Ky.   --  Apr.  7  --  Ass't  Dir.  H.  H.  Williamson,  Extension  Service  -  Tenn. 
Valley  Agricultural  Correlating  Committee. 

San  Franci  sco  —  Mar.  26  --H,  B.  Bennett,  Chief,  Soil  Conservation  -  Speaking  be- 
fore Commonwealth  Club  of  Calif, 

Indianapolis  —  Mar.  2  3  --Claude  R.  Wickard,  Admin,  REA  -  Ind.  State  Wide  Meeting 
of  NRECA, 

Great  Bend,  Kans .        Mar.  26  --  Wickard,  Kans.   State  Wide  Meeting  of  NRECA . 

Biglerville,  Pa.   --  Mar,  19  —  E.   K  Meyer,,  Admin.  Res.  &  Mktg.  Act.-  "Future 
Farmers  of  America"'  and  "Future  Homemakers  of  America." 


Foreign  Visitors 


Following  is  the  itinerary  for  Mr.   Lars  Fredriksson,  of  the  Government  Ex- 
perimental Farm  at  Ugerup,  Sweden.     During  March,  Everglades  Expt.  Sta.,  Belle 
Glade,   Fla.,  the  17th, ...  State  Expt.   Sta,,  Gainesville ,  22nd;  Athens ,  24th; 
Urban a,  29th. 

During  April,  State  Expt.  Sta.,  Stillwater,  2nd0,,.with  SCS  in  Amarillo,  7th, 
and  Los  Angeles,  15th. . . .Bakersfield  and  Shafter  with  BPI,  20th.... and  State  Expt. 
Sta,,  Berkeley,  23rd,  and  Corvallis,  28thT~ 

During  May,  State  Expt,  Sta.  at  Pullman,  5th;  Moscow,   10th;  Fargo,  19th; 
St.  Paul,  24th;  and  Ames ,  27th. 

Interested  in  soil  erosion,  soils,  plant  physiology,,  potatoes.     Speaks  good 
English, 


Need  for  Marketing  Personnel 

Big  bottle-neck  in  development  of  the  marketing  program  under  the  Research 
and  Marketing  Act  is  lack  of  workers  trained  in  marketing.    We're  mailing  you 
direct  a  press  release  with  further  background  on  needs,  and  proposed  training 
programs . 

The  thought  is  not  to  beat  the  drums  for  a  wholesale  movement  of  students 
into  marketing  courses.     But  we  thought  you  would  be  interested  for  your  back- 
ground in  any  comments  you  may  make  about  the  marketing  program,  and  in  "steers"  , 
to  young  fellows  trying  to  decide  on  college  majors. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


Women  Listener  Survey- 


USDA's  BAE  has  just  come  out  with  a  70-page  report  of  a  survey  in  the  Rich- 
mond, Va,,  metropolitan  area  of  "Home makers"  Acceptance"  of  'Nutrition- in  an  Urban 
Community."    With  no  pretense,  of  doing  justice  to  the  report,  here  a  few  random'-  •  " 
snatches  that  relate  to  radio. 

Following  are  percentages  on  the  relative  effectiveness  of  various  media,  on"' 
the  basis  of  400  cases: 


Media 


Got  Ideas      Used  Ideas      Heard  of  Meet-    '  Say  Most  Helpful 


Papers,  magazines 
Radio 

Friends,  neighbors, 
or' family  members 
Booklets,  pamphlets 


From 

56 
38 

30 
29 


From 

46 

.  29. 

25 

23 


ings  Through 

42;  ; 
11 

27 


Media  for  Nu- 
trition Info, 

30 

16 


19 


Radio,  seemed  to  be  equally  effective  among  the  various  groups  of  home makers, 
regardless  of  age    educati  on,  race,,  arid  income*.     Women  under  44.  ...and  also  the 
better-educated,  higher-income  women.  .,  figured"  higher  in  the  percentages  giving 
papers  and  magazines,   friends  and  neighbors,  and  booklets  and  pamphlets  as  sources 
of  information. 


About  1  out  of  10  women  with  high-school  or  college  training  rated  radio  as 
the  most  effective  medium  for  disseminating  nutrition  inf  ormation.  .  •.  . as  against 
3  out  of  Id  women  with  less  education. 

Kind  of  Information  Through  Radio  v 


•  The-  survey  revealed  rather  striking  differences  in  the  types  of  information 
that  women  said  they  got  through    the  various  media.     Percentages  are: 

Kind  of  Ideas  Friends,        Radio      Papers,  '  Booklets, 

•  ...Neighbors  Magazines      Pamphlets  • 


Preparation  new  dishes, recipes 

64 

79 

83 

68 

Nutrition  Info.              .  :  - 

25  ;* 

.   7  . 

:  19 

23 

Cooking  Fundamentals 

18  . 

12  ' 

8 

8 

How  to  Buy  Foods 

5 

8 

4 

2 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  this  report. 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gap  en" 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures : 

1S48  Spring  C lean-Up  Week  Fact  Sheet 
IWC  Press  Release 
BAI  Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Eradication 
FAO  Inf.  Serv.  Bulletin  Vol.  Ill  No.  1 
FAO  Commodity  Series  No.  3  -■  Live,  k  Meat 
Fact  Sheet  for  Buying  Eggs  . 


Background  on  Wheat,  Flour  Buying 

As  we  pass  our  deadline  (4:30  Friday  afternoon)  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
announces  completion  this  week  of  flour  purchases  which  total  just  under  eleven 
million  bushels,  wheat  equivalent.     This  is  enough  to  cover  April  flour  export 
allocations  with  about  a  million  and  a  half  bushels  left  over  to  make  a  start  on 
May  shipments.     Because  market  was  not  disturbed  badly  by  flour  purchases,  Depart- 
ment also  announces  that  it  will  start  buying  wheat  again.     A  little  more  than 
eight  million  bushels  of  wheat  still  needed  to  meet  April  allocations, 
(Note;    When  the  grain  market  broke  on  February  4,  Department  stepped  out  of  the 
market  entirely  "until  prices  stabilized."    Asked  offers  on  flour  several  days 
ago,  for  first  time  since  then.     Now  ready  to  buy  wheat  again.) 


J 

I 
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From  the:  "  ***** 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

RFD  Meeting  in  Washington 


March  ,19,  1948 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Our  plans  for  the  RFD  session  here  in  Washington,  April  27,  28,  29  are  shap- 
ing up  something  like  this, 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  mornings  will  be  devoted  to  meetings  at  the  Department 
in  downtown  Washington,  with  Secretary  Anderson  and  other  USDA  officials.  The 
afternoons  of  these  days  are  being  left  open  for  features  that  may  be  worked  out  bj 
NARFD,  and  for  individual  RFD' s  personal  contacts. 

All  day  Wednesday  will  be  spent  at  the  National  Agricultural  Research  Center 
at  Beltsville. 

As  we  indicated  last  week,  a  session  with  the  President  at  the  White  House  is 
schedules  for  12:45  p.m.,  Tuesday,  the  27th.     Again,  may  we  remind  you  that  we 
must  furnish  the  White  House  early  on  Monday,  April  26th,  a  complete  list  of  every- 
one to  go  to  the  White  House.  ' 


You  vail  get  your  official  invitations  to  the  RFD  session  here  from  Secretary 
Anderson,  and  from  me,  next  week. 


Intentions  to  Plent 

Here  are  a  few  highlights  from  farmers  intentions  to  plant,  as  reported  March 
19,  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

In  total  farmers  plan  to  plant  more  acres  to  the  principal  crops  than  in  any 
of  the  past  3  years.     Hopeful  growers  plan  to  increase  their  acreage  of  feed  grain, 
over  3  percent,  but  their  spring  planting  of  food  grains,  while  l?rge,  will  hardly 
total  as  large  as  a  year  ago," 

Less  total  oilseeds.     More  flax.     Less  soybeans  and  peanuts t     More  acres  in 
potatoes.     But  less  in  beans,  peas,   sugarbeets^  and  tobacco.     Hay  moadows  and 
pastures  may  be  reduced  and  idle  land  put  back  into  crops  to  permit  some  of  the 
scheduled  increases,     Comparison  of  intended  plantings  with  goal  acroages  show 
prospect  about  1  percent  below  goals.     Only  6  crvps  exceed  goals;  peanuts  by  15 
percent,  wheat  and  cats  by  over  4  percent,  and  barley,  rice  rnd  flax  by  narrow 
margins.     The  chief  problem  in  carrying  out  the  plans  is  the  weather.     Supplies  of 
fertilizer,  new  mrchinery,  and  farm  labor  are  improved  in  most  sections  and  will 
not  likely  limit  spring  plantings.     The  shift  from  row  crops  to  small  grains,  due 
in  part  to  need  for  early  feed,  represents  a  step  toward  better  rotations,  more 
land  in  grass,  and  better  conservation  practices. 
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Agricultural  Sessions  at  Columbus 

Again  this  year,  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
(April  30-May  3)  will  include  two  agricultural  radio  workshop  sessions.     They  come 
Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons,  May  1  and  2. 

rt 

The  Saturday  afternoon  session  will  include:    a)  Listener  surveys,  with  re-  » 
ports  on  new  developments  in  the  Extension  and  commercial  fields,  followed  by 
brief  evaluations  of  these  reports  by  an  RFD,  an  Extension  radio  man,  and  a  spon- 
sor representative;  b)  programs  for  rural  young  people,  with  transcriptions  to 
illustrate  various  types  of  shows,  followed  by  discussion  by  a  panel;  and  c) 
international  agricultural  radio,  both  from  the  domestic  and  international 
standpoint. 

SundayTs  program  will  include:    a)  programs  with  more  rural-urban  appeal,' 
with  transcriptions  illustrating  various  types,  followed  by  discussions  by  a 
panel;  b)  putting  the  "home"  in  farm  and  home  broadcasting,  with  a  panel;  and  c) 
television  programming,   including  needed  research. 

We'll  give  you  names  of  participants  later. 

You  can  get  to  Columbus  overnight  from  our  RFD  session  in  Washington, 
New  Reports  on  Markets 


PMAJs  Marketing  Facilities  Branch  points  with  pride  at  two  new  surveys  of 
wholesale  markets  at  Richmond,  Va.  ,  and  Columbus,-   Ohio,   just  off  the  press.  One 
on  the  Baton  Rouge,  La,,  market  is  due  for  release  in  a  week  or  so.     Each  analysis 
existing' market  facilities,  volume  and  flow  of  traffic  —  rail,  trucks  • —  storage, 
display,  selling  space,  etc,;  explains  what  facilities  are  needed  for  efficient 
marketing  now  and  in  the  future;  and  estimates  annual  savings  that  the  proposed 
facilities  would  bring  through  efficiency  and  reduced  spoilage,     Surveys  include 
suggested  market  sites,  methods  c'f  management,  and  ways  of  financing  the  market 
construction. 

Also  in  the  mill  are  studies  on  markets  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio  (retail  market),  Columbia,   S„CS,  and  Greenville,  S8C,  Little  Rock,  Ark,, 
Leesburg,  Fla.,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  San  Antonio,  Tex,,  Savannah,  Gat,  and 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  report  covering  the  survey  of  any  particular 
market,  wo  '  11  be  glad  to  see  that  you  get  a  copy,     Repo.rts  'are  also  available  for 
markets  at  Atlanta,  C-a.  ,  Hartford,  Conn,,   Jackson,  Miss,,  Miami,  Fla.,  New  Haven, 
Conn,,  and  Tampa,  Fla, 

Flag  on  Foot -and -Mouth 

Don't  overlook  the.  two  USDA  foot-and-mouth  releases  out  this  week.     They  are 
progress  milestones  in  the  "revised"  program  of  our  joint  effort  with  MexicOJ 
Also,  BAI.  is  about  ready  to  release  a  new  factual  round-up  on  the  general  situatici 
There  hnsn!t  been  one,   I  believe,    since  about  the  time  the  program  was  changed. 
There'll  probably  be  something  to  pass  along  to  you  on  this  background  report 
next  week. 
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Rainmaking  Again 

Some  Letters  back  we  tcld  you  the  Weather  Bureau  and  the  Federal  Extension 
Service  were  discussing  the  commercial  rainmaking  situation  expected  this  year  and 
what  to  tell  farmers  asking  their  advice. 

The  Weather  Bureau  has  given  me  such  a  timely  statement  on  artificial  rain- 
making to  broadcast  this  week,  I  think  maybe  you'll  like  to  have  it  for  reference. 
Here  goes: 

The  current  interest  in  rainmaking,  the  Weather  Bureau  says,  has  grown  out  of 
research  work  by  two  GE  scientists  at  Schenectady--Dr ,  Irving  Langmuir  and  Vincent 
J,  Schaefer.     These  men  developed  new  ways  to  drop--or  "seed"  small  particles  of 
dry  ice  into  clouds  to  make  the  moisture  condense  and  fall  as  rain  or  snow.  Ex- 
perimenters in  Australia,  England  and  Mexico  have  tried  the  same  kind  of  thing. 
And  as  you  know,  there's  been  a  lot  of  "unofficial"  testing  in  many  parts  of  this 
country. 

The  Weather  Bureau  says  the  net  result  of  recent  experiments  shows  that  in 
some  cases,  seeding  dry  ice  into  clouds  with  temperatures  below  freezing  will 
cause  some  rain  or  snow.     But  this  rain  happens  only  under  special  conditions, 
not  yet  fully  known  to  the  research  men.    Also,  if  rain  or  snow  is  formed,  much  of 
it  may  evaporate  before  it  gets  to  the  ground. 

So  far  there's  been  no  authentic  case  where  rain  reaching  the  ground  solely 
as  a  result  of  seeding  clouds  with  dry  ice  has  amounted  to  more  than  a  fraction  of 
an  inch.     Also,  up  to  now,  there's  no  conclusive  evidence  as  to  how  much,  if  any, 
of  the  rain  was  caused  entirely  by  the  dry  ice  and  how  much  fell  as  a  result  of 
natural  causes. 

Scientists  seem  agreed  that  no  way  to  make  rain  developed  so  far  is  likely  to 
produce  enough  to  relieve  drought  when  the  air  doesn't  contain  an  adequate  amount 
of  moisture 0     For  rain  to  fall,  you  must  first  have  a  cloud  made  up  of  water  drop- 
lets; before  that  you  must  have  enough  moisture  in  the  air  to  have  such  a  cloud. 
Also,  there  must  be  an  upward  motion  to  condense  the  moisture  into  water  droplets, 
end  to  hold  the  droplets  up  in  the  cloud.     Obviously,  when  there's  a  drought  in 
an  area,  there'  just  isn't  enough  moisture  in  the  air  to  cause  clouds  that  will 
give  rain. 

If  you  could  get  a  big  moist  cloud  to  stand  still  and  drop  all  its  rain  over 
one  spot,  the  Weather  Bureau  says  it  would  produce  only  about  a  tenth  of  an  inch 
of  rain.    Under  natural  conditions  with  the  cloud  moving  and  the  area  larger, 
actually  you'd  get  only  a  few  hundredths  of  an  inch  of  rain— little  more  than  a 
heavy  dew.     Before  you  could  get  a  heavier  rain  shower,  you'd  require  moisture 
flowing  in  all  the  time.    And  you'd  have  to  keep  seeding  the  cloud  with  dry  ice 
cont inually . 

To  sum  up,  conditions  that  are  favorable  for  "dry  ice"  rainmaking  are  the 
same  as  conditions  for  natural  showers.     It's  likely  that  man  has  claimed  credit 
for  causing  heavy  rain,  when  actually  Nature  did  the  job, 

Anderson's  Talk  Enclosed  This  Week 

Last,  week  we  said  that  Secretary  Anderson's  New  Mexico  talk  (March  8)  would 
be  enclosed,     Somehow  it  did  not  get  in  the.  package.     But  it  is  enclosed  this  week. 
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New  Cotton  Seed  Program 

Southern  RFD's  will  be  hearing  from  their  local  Extension  people  about  a  new 
Belt-wide  cotton  planting  seed  program  outlined  in  a  report  issued  here  last  week. 
It  calls  for  cooperation  between  breeders,   seedsmen,  one-variety  communities,  and 
others  for  a  seed-multiplication  program  to  break  one  big  bottleneck  in  cotton 
improvement  work  in  recent  years  -lack  of  enough  improved  seed.     Cotton  improve- 
ment leaders  explain  that,  in  the  past,  there  has  been  inefficient  use  and  poor 
distribution  of  seed  of  improved  .varietie s .     Cotton  breeders  have  been  unable  to 
meet  the  demand  for  improved  seed,  but  with  the  present  systematic  approach,  the 
hope  is  to  make  available  supplies  go  much  farther. 

Know  You-r  Watersheds 


Eastern  as  well  as  Western  RFD's  might  well  take  a  look  at  the  enclosed 
pamphlet,  "Know  your  Watersheds," 

In  addition  to  the  well-known  role  of  forests  and  grass  in  checking  floods..,, 
and  stabilizing  water  supplies  in  the  West . , , .this  pamphlet  points  to  a  .serious 
lowering,  of  the  water  table  over  large  areos,  including  the  Eastern  mountain  area. 

You  can  offer  copies  of  this  pamphlet  for  free  distribution.     If ■  -you'll  send 
us  names  of  those  requesting  the  pamphlet,  we'll  mail  it  direct  to  them. 


New  Publications 


Planning  the  Bathroom"  --  is  highly  illustrated,  covering  bath- 
plans,  fixtures,  wall  finishes,  floors,  etc,   (Misc.  Publica- 

"Potato  Production  in  the  Northeastern  and  North  Central  States"  --  isv revision 
of  earlier  bulletin.     (Farmers*  Bulletin  No,  1958.) 

"Falling  of  Wheat  Culms  Due  to  Lodging,  Buckling,  and  Breaking"  --  discusses 
causes  of  serious  losses  to  wheat,  oat,  barley,  and  rye  growers.  (Circular 
No.  767.) 

"Cultural-  Practices  as  Related  to  Incidence  of  Cotton  Rot  in  Texas"  —  (Technical 
Bulletin  No,  948.) 

"Seeding  as  a  Means  of  Reforestation  in  the  Northern  Rocky  Mountain  Region"  —  - 
(Circular  No.  '772. )  - 

Plant  Disease  Warning  Service 

Just  a  reminder  about  the  warning  service  .on  late  blight  of  potatoes  and  to- 
matoes, tobacco  blue  mold,  and  -downy  mildew  of  watermelons,  cucumbers  and  canta- 
loupes.    The  Service  will  be  available  in  38  States. 

State  pathologists  will  send  reports  twice- a  week  to  USDA.  here . in. Washington, 
on  conditions  in  their  States.     USDA  pathologists  wi 11  summarize  these  reports 
and  send  warning  letters  back  to  the  States.     Check  with  State  Extension  services 
on  plans  to  get  forecasts  for  your  State. 


"Your  Farmhouse  -- 
rooms  from  A  to  Z : 
tion  No.  638.) 
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Latest  on  Insecticides 


From  Orlando,  Fla , ,  tomorrow  on  ABC's  "American  Farmer,"  scientists  of  USDA's 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  will  give  a  f48  preview  of  insecticides, 
and  insect  control. 

Highlights  from  the  broadcast  are; 

Livestock  Pests        DDT  continues  to  be  the  main  weapon  against  houseflies  around 
barns,  and  horn  flies* . ..and  lice  on  cattle  and  other  livestock.     But  the  ento- 
mologists are  looking  for  insecticides  that  will  last  longer,  or  be  more  effective 
than  DDT;  and  that  will  control  a  wider  variety  of  pests.     Some  of  the  most  prom- 
ising' are  chlorinated  camphene,  TDE,  methoxy  chlor,  chlordan,  and  benzenehexa- 
chloride.     But  USDA  is  not  yet  ready  to  recommend  any  of  these  newer  materials 
until  it  has  conducted  further  research. 

Vegetable  Pests        Through  use  of  rotenone  and  pyrethrum,  vegetable  growers  have 
been  able  to  get  away  from  arsenicals  on  most  vegetable  crops.     Nov;,  by  using' 
DDT  during  the  early  stages  of  growth,  they  may  be  able  to  get  away  from  insecti- 
cides entirely  with  some  vegetables  after  they  start  to  mature.     DDT  offers  excel- 
lent control  for  most  potato  insects.    An  all-purpose  insecticide e 0 ©• including 
a  combination  of  sulfur,  rotenone-  and  DDTe ...  controls  several  of  the  main  bean 
pests  such  as  red  spiders,   leaf  hoppers,  corn  ear  worms,  and  the  bean  beetle „ 

After  three  years  of  use,   sabadilla  looks  like  a  pretty  good  bet  for  the 
larger  plant  bugs  such  as  the  squash  and  harlequin  bugs.     The  entomologists  advise 
against  benzene  hexachloride  for  wire  worms  in  potatoes  because  of  the  off-flavor 
it  gives  the  potatoes.     Several  other  materials  such  as  chlordane,  and  chlorinated 
camphene  offer  promise  for  certain  pests,  but  USDA  not  recommending  as  yet. 


Fruit  Pests  —  DDT  has  given  excellent  control  of  codling  moth. ...» although  in  so 
doing,  it  has  aggravated  certain  other  minor  insect  pests.     From  tests  last  year, 
parathion  (a  material  highly  toxic  to  man  as  well  as  insects)  offers  some  promise 
against  those  mites  that  flare  up  after  the  use  of  DDT  against  codling  moth,  If 
parathion  isn't  too  toxic,  it  may  be  possible  to  mix  it  with  DDT  and  control  the 
codling  moth,  mites,  and  pear  psylla,  and  red-banded  leaf  roller.     But  the  ento- 
mologists ARE  HOT  yet  recommending  parathion;  they  say  it  needs  a  lot  more  study. 
Other  newer  materials  such  as  benzene  hexachloride,  chlordane,  and  chlorinated 
camphene  also  offer  premise  for  certain  fruit  insects ... „but ,  they,  too,  need 
more  research. 

DDT  offers  the  first  practical  control  so  far  for  a  number'  of  other  insects, 
including  the  Japanese  beetle,   certain  pecan  and  grape  insects,  and  others. 

General  Caution  --  See  the  press  release  (for  release  Marc  18)  that  was  mailed 
you  direct  for  cautions  on  use  of  some  of  the  newer  insecticides.     This  is  a 
highly  important  release. 

Control  Pests  -  Save  Grain 


The  entomologists  believe  radio  farm  directors  can  help  farmers  and  stockmen 
cut  down  the  half  billion  loss  caused  by  livestock  pests.     See  the  enclosed  fact 
sheet  on  "Save  Grain  by  Controlling  Livestock  Pests." 
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USDA  Official  Travel 

Dallas t  Tex0  —  Mar,  26  --  E.  A.  Meyer,  Admin,  Research  &  Marketing  Act,  Southwest 

Social  Science  Association, 

Peoria,  111,   —  Apr,  12  --  Meyer  at  North  Central  State  Experiment  Station 
Directors'  Meeting. 

State  College,   Pa.   —  Apr.  24  —  Meyer  at  Northeastern  State  Ext,  Marketing .. 
Specialists  Meeting, 

Gainesville,  Fla.   --  Mar.  22-24  —  H,  W.  Hochbaum,  Chief,  Ext,  Field  Coordination, 

Mar,  23-28  —  Mena  Hogan,  Field  Agent  in  Home  Demonstration 
of  the  Southern  States, 

Athens,  Go,        Mar,  29-Apr,  2  —  Mena  He?an. 

Greenville,  S.C,   —  Aprs  2-9        H,  W.  Hcchbaum  and  Mena  Ho^an. 

New  York  City  --  Mar,  22  —  Gertrude  Warren,  4-H  Club  Organization  Specialist, 
"~:rk  conference  of  youth  serving  agencies  in  interest  of  4-H  Club  work, 

Springfield,  Mass. —  Mar,  23-4  —  Warren  at  conference  of  State  Club  leaders. 

Poughkeepsie,  N.Y,  --  Mar,  24-5  —  Warren  at  County  Extension  Office. 

New  York  City  --  Mar,  26-7  —  Warren  at  conference  with  leaders  of  youth  organize 

Line  :ln,  Neb,   —  Mar,  30-1  —  Carl  Knaus,  Field  Affent  of  County  Agent  work  for 
Central  States;  Manna tt an ,  Kan s a s  ■ —  Apr*  1-3;  Columbia,  Mo„  —  Apr,  5-7;  Ame s , I owa 
Apr,  8-10;  Peoria,  111.        Apr.  12-14;  Columbus,  Ohio  —  Tpr,  15-17. 

Fumigate  to  Save  Grain 

With  more  wheat  in  farm  storage  than  usual,  we  stand  to  lose  heavily  through 
insect  damage  unless  farmers  use  proper  control  measures.     The  Office  for  Food  and 
Feed  Conservation  and  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  are  urging 
farmers  in  the  grain  areas,  '(especially  in  winter  wheat  States)  to  an  all-cut  effort 
to  check  insect  damage  by  fumigation  of  grain  in  farm  storage,     Reports  indicate 
rapid  multiplication  of  insects  in  some  areas  as  a  result  of  warmer  spring  weather. 
Situation  is  particularly  acute  in  Colorado,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Oklahoma, 
Texas  and  New  Mexico*,,, where  nearly  200  million  bushels  of  wheat  were  reported 
in  farm  storage  in  January. 

Re  Pan  America 


Two  sheets  on  Pan  American  Day  are  enclosed,,     One  is  a  statement  by  Secretary 
Anderson,  and  the  other  is  a  Fact  Sheet,     Just  thought  you  would  be  interested  in 
the  facts  and  the  whole  idea  as  expressed  in  these  sheets. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
Gardening  via  Television 


Saturday  night,  NBC  televised  a  Freedom  Garden  show  for  the  Eastern  network. 

Nearly  the  entire  half  hour  was  a  "pick-up"  from  a  "community  garden  meeting", 
in  the  studio,  of  course.     Joe  Tonkin,  of  Extension-Radio  Service,  presided  as 
chairman, . „ .with  Dr„  V,  R.  Boswell  of  USDA's  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  etc,,  as 
feature  speaker,  and  "Ernie"  Moore,  in  charge  of  ARA's  information,  auxiliary 
speaker  on  garden  equipment.     The  format  ran  something  like  this: 

1.  Brief  introductory  incidentals. 

2.  About  3  minutes  by  Boswell  on  gardening,  followed  by  gardening  movie  with 
Boswell  ad  libbing  narrative.  . 

3.  Questions  from  the  audience. 

4.  Combination  comedy  relief-serious  discussion  of  necessary  gardening 
tools ... .between  Moore  and  professional  announcer-"parts"  man  who  took 
role  of  know-it-all  amateur  gardener,     (This  amateurish  gardener  had 
intruded  himself  briefly  into  the  show  several  times  previously.) 

5.  Five-minute  news  reel-type  feature  (separate  from  garden  meeting)  with 
Paul  Stark,  in  charge  of  USDA's  Freedom  Garden  program, 

Arnold  Nicholson,  managing  editor  of  Country  Gentleman,  sat  in  on  the  plan- 
ning of  the  show  to  get  background  for  a  television  article  for  the  May  issue. 
And  he  and  Country  Gentleman  Editor  Ed  Reed  took  part  as  members  of  the  garden 
club. 

We  con  send  you  copies  of  the  scripts  for  all  three  television  programs  US DA 
Radio  Service  has  done  so  far,     Send  me  your  request  if  you  want  them, 

Moshier  on  Rural-Urban  Shows 

On  the  matter  of  shows  with  rural-urban  appeal,  RFD  Bill  Moshier  of  KJR  in 
Seattle  says  he  tries  to  interpret  the  importance  of  agriculture  to  the  city 
economy  and  welfare  inliis  daily  noon  shows.     He  feels  that  "small  doses  repeated 
at  short  intervals  will  filter  into  the  subconscious  attitudes  of  listeners .... I 
believe  the  best  selling  jobs  are  those  that  are  not  too  obviously  ''selling  jobs.1 
People  seem  to  be  affected  most  deeply  by  the  repeated  statement  of  facts,  in  a 
matter-of-fact  way." 

Purdue  Host  to  RPD's 

Next  week,  March  22-23,  Purdue  will  be  host  to  RFD's  serving  Indiana,  All 
agricultural  elements  at  Purdue  will  share  in  the  session.     Station  managers  may 
come  as  well  as  RFD's.     Harold  "Smitty"  J„  Schmitz,  Radio  Farm  Editor  for  Purdue's 
WBAA  and  others  at  Purdue  are  lining  up  an  informative  program. 


AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 


Dear  "Ralph" 

I  received  a  request  cn  a  clipping  from  RED  Letter  for  Assistant  Secretary  k- 
Brannan's  USDA  recommendations  on  the  three  bills  before  the  House  that  deal  with 
soil  and  water  conservation  and  improvement.    But  "Ralph,"  ycu  didn't  -sign  your 
last  name  or  station  call  letters  and  I  discarded  the  envelope  too  soonc     So,  ■  \ 

"Ralph,"  rather  than  "send  same"  to  a  half-dozen  or.  more  Ralph's  and. maybe  miss 
you,  please  let  me  have  your  request  again, 

RFD  Lee per  (WPTF)  Setting  Up  Own  Station  ' 

Ted  Loeper,  RFD  at  WPTF,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  dropped  by  yesterday  after  a  session 
with  FCC  regarding  his  new  sta  tion  WVOT  which  is  now  under  construction  at  Wilson, 
N.  C.     Becoming  a  station  operator  will  not  hinder  Ted's  RFD  work  as  he  plans  a 
well-rounded  farm  service  at  W  Voice  Of  Tobaccelandt    WVOT  will  be  1420  Kc  at  1  Kw, 


Wanted;     4-H  Transcriptions  .  ,  . 

We're  still  on  the  look-out  for  transcriptions  of  different  types  of  4-H 
programs', .along  the  lines  of  ideas  in  our  recent  mimeographed  summery,  or  other- 
wise,    Some  will  be  used  in  the  feature  on  rural, young  people's  shews  at  the 
Columbus  Institute ... .the  rest  will  go  into  our  library. 

Cordially, 

f 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 

Enc  los  ure  s  : 


Secretary  Anderson's  New  Mexico  Talk 
Pamphlet  -.  Know  Your  Watersheds 

Fact  Sheet  -  Save  Grain  by  Controlling  Livestock  Pests 
Secretary's  Memo  1207  -  Pan  American  Day 
Fact  Sheet  on  Pan  American  Day 
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From  the:"  ■ 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RAOIO  SERVICE 


March  26,  1948 

Get  In  Reservations  for  RFD  Functions 

RFD's  Don  Lerch  of  CBS  and  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  report  that  you  are  invited  as 
guests  to  4  complimentary  lunches  and  dinners  during  the  Washington  meeting, 
April  27,  28,  and  29,     They  have  to . provide  the  host  organizations  advance  infor- 
mation as  to  how  many  of  you  will  attend.    As  we  indicated  earlier,  we  also  need 
advance  information  from  those  of  you  who  want  to  meet  with  President  Truman  at 
the  White  House  Tuesday,  12:45  p.m.,  the  27th.    And  Don  and  Phil  have  to  know  in 
advance  how  many  of  you  want  to  attend  a  session  with  members  of  the  House  and 
Senate  agricultural  committees  Tuesday  afternoon. 

To  save  yourself  the  trouble  of  writing  several  different  letters,  will  you 
let  me  have  not  later  than  April  16  the  following  information. .which  we  will 
relay  to  Don  and  Phil :~~ 


I  want  reservations  for: 

1.     The  White  House. ...for  session  with  President  Truman,   12:45  p.m., 
ApriTTT  . 


2.  The  Capitol. ...  for  session  with  House  and  Senate.  Agricultural  Committee 
members  Tuesday  afternoon,  April  27 

3,  Complimentary  meals ... .with  (Lunch  &  dinner ... .Apri 1  27   

(Dinner.......  April  28 

(Breakfast  or  lunch  April  29   


Remember,  Don  and  Thil  would  like  your  intentions  for  the  Capitol  and  the 
meals  by  APRIL  16. 

For  the  White  House  affair,  I  also  would  like  to  know  your  plans  by  April  16, 
But  if  you  can't  clinch  your  plans  by  that  time,  we  can  still  add  your  name  to  the 
White  House  list  up  to  early  Monday  morning,  April  26.     Secret  Service  rules  that 
any  whose  names  are  not  on  the  list  by  that  time  cannot  go  to  the  conference  with 
the  President. 


Summary  of  Foot-and-Mouth  Situation 


We're  enclosing  a  summary  report  just  out  today  on  various  developments  in 
the  foot-and-mouth  disease  campaign  in  Mexico, 
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Deadline  Near  on  ACP 

It's  getting  along  toward  the  end  of  the  time  for  farmers  to  talk  with  their 
County  Agricultural  Conservation  Committee  now... if  they  haven't  already  done 
so,.. about  cooperation  in  the  agricultural  conservation  program  this  year.  In 
two  States  the  closing  dates  for  indicating  participation  is  April  15.     In  many 
others  it  is  Kay  1. 

Wheat  Stem  Sawfly  Spreads 

USDA's  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  reports  that  a  survey  last 
fall  revealed  the  wheat  stem  sawfly  in  nearly  all  of  Montana  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  all  of  N°rth  Dakota,  the  northern  part  of  the  Red  River  Valley  of 
Minnesota,  a  good  part  of  Wyoming,  north  central  Nebraska,,  and  part  of  South 
Dakota.     The  Bureau  says  it  is  probably  that  the  insect  also  extends  farther  south 
into  Nebraska  and  Colorado,  and  possibly  into  Kansas. 

Do  You  Want  Foreign  Publications? 

OFAR  is  making  its  annual  check  of  mailing  l,i,sts  (as  prescribed  by  law)  for 
"Foreign  Agriculture"  and  "Foreign  Crops  and  Markets."     So  far,  only  3  RFD's  have 
returned  the  cards  sent  out.     OFAR  has  extended  the  deadline  to  April  6.     So,  if 
you  still  want  to  receive  those  publications,  return  your  card  to  OFAR  by  April  6, 

"American  Farmer"  On  Grain  Conservation 

April  3  "The  American  Farmer"  (ABC  Network)  will  carry  a  14-minute  feature 
on  grain  conservation. .. .with  a  short  talk  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson; 
followed  by  a  pick-up  from  Iowa  State  College.     Time:     12:30-1:00  EST. 

"Vox  Pop"  at  Research  Center 

Parks  -Johnson  and  Warren  Hull  of  "Vox  Pop"  will  feature  scientists  at  USDA's 
National  Agricultural  Research  Center  in  their  show  over ■the- ABC  Network,  Wednes- 
day, April  7  at  8:30  p.m.,'  EST.     They' will  pick  up  from  the  auditorium  at  the 
Plant  Industry  Station.  .-. 

Chicken  Trend  Down 

BAE's  mid-month  Hatchery  Report  indicates  prospects  .of  reduction  in  laying 
flocks  considerably  below  the  194:8  goal  for  chickens  to  be  raised  on  farms.  The 
goal  called  for  7%  reduction  in  chickens  to  be  raised  on  farms,  and  present  trend 
in  chick  replacement  (if  continued)  by  next  January  might  reduce  flocks  as  much  as 
12%,     On  basis  of  domestic  consumption  of  last  few  years,  might  be  short  on  eggs 
late  this  year  and  early  1949,     Goal  360  eggs  per  capita  in  1949. 

Airplane  Dusting  of  Wheat 

USDA's  PI  has  provided  State  Extension  with  summary  on  airplane  dusting,  of 
wheat  for  rust.     If  rust  is  troublesome,  and  wheat  prices  high,  thsre  may  be  some 
interest  in  this.     However,  USLA  is  not  recommending;  it's  up  to  individuals. 
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Pooling  Agreements  Under  ACP 

Farmers  in  some  States  are  working  out  pooling  agreements  to  carry  on  agri- 
cultural conservation  projects  affecting  a  number  of  farms. 

In  the  West,  one  common  pooling  undertaking  is  lining  the  main  ditch  of  an 
irrigation  system.     In  the  Southeast,  farmers  often  work  together  on  drainage 
systems.     Sometimes  they  hire  a  dragline  to  do  their  work, ...  sometimes  they  do  it 
themselves  with  dynamite. 

The  pooling  agreements  work  this  way:     Farmers  get  together  and  draw  up  a 
plan,  and  determine  the  cost.     Then  they  discuss  the  project  with  their  county 
.committee.     If  the. plans  are  approved,  the  farmers  usually  get  financial  aid  from 
ACP  of  something  less  than  half  of  the  cash  cost.     The  farmers  arrange  to  pay 
the  rest. 

In  '46  (the  last  year  for  which  figures  are  available),  1185  pooling  agree- 
ments were  worked  out,  affecting  13,844  farms. 

« 

New  Publications 


"The  Balance  Sheet  of  Agriculture  1947"--  is  a  74-page  printed  discussion  of  farm 
f inance ....  including  assets  of  various  kinds,   liabilities,  income.    Also  dis- 
cusses factors  in  price  changes  following  World  Wars  I  and  II,     Is  good  back- 
ground on  present  and  future  farm  market  for  industrial  products.     (Misc.  Publi- 
cation No.  642. ) 

"Watershed  Management  for  Summer  Flood  Control  in  Utah"  --  is  a  simple,  well- 
iTlus  ■"rated  story  of  the  cause  and  prevention  of  disastrous  floods  in  the  West. 
(Misc.  Publication  No.  639.) 

"Directory  of  U.S.  Register  of  Merit  Sires  and  Dams  Qualifying  Under  the  National 
Poultry  Improvement  Plan  --  T945-467r  --  ;'ives~~breeders  •  names  and  address,  and 
records  on  sires'  progeny.    "(Mi-sc«  Publication  No.  644.) 

"Peanuts  --  Acreage,  Yield  Per  Acre,  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value, 
1909-45,  by  State s"7  Areas ,  and  for  the  United  States."  Statistics. 

"Sweetpotatoes  --  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value  by  States,  1909-45"  -- 
Str tis tic  s . 

"Cotton  Quality  Statistics  United  ^States  _194_6-47" 

"Common  Diseases  of  Important  Shade  Trees"  --  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1987. 

"Fiber-Measuring  Devices  Aid  Agriculture  and  Industry"  —  tells  of  device  devel- 
oped" in  measuring  wooT  qua lity,~"and  thst  can  be  used  for  other  fibers,  (Research 
Achievement  Sheet  No.  74.) 

Rural  Health  Workers  to  Meet 

Extension  health  workers  will  meet  here  May  3-14,  following  the  National 
Health  Assembly  called  by  the  President  for  May  1-14,     The  Assembly  will  have  a 
rural  panel. 
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Australian  Farm  Visitors 

Our  recent  visitor,  John  Douglass. .. .Director  of  Rural  Broadcasts  for  the. 
Australian  Broadcasting  Commission. „ . .passes  along  the  proposed  itinerary  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Progressive  Farmer  Team  which  is  to  visit  U.S.  and  Canada, 

April  —  Seattle,  10;  Portland,  11-15;  C_0£vallis,  15-16;  _San  Francisco,  17-23; 
Davi_s,  23-24;  £aTt~Lake  £ity,-2"5-"2~7 ;  Denver,  28-30. 

May        Omaha,  1;  Ames,  1-3;  Chicago,  4-7;  Minneapolis,  8;  followed  by  trip 
into  Canada;  Boston,  3, 

June  —  Boston  until  3;  New  York  City,  3;  Atlantic  City.,  3-5;  Philadelphia, 
5;  Washington,  D.  C,  5-12;  Ne~w~York  City-   12-16.""  "Sail  Trom  New  Yo7k~~on  Queen 
EliTabVth~~on  16th. 

Our  advance  information  sometime  back  was  that  the  party  would  include  three 
farmers  who  were  winners  in  a  Progressive  Farmer  contest  arranged  by  the  Rural 
Bank  and  the  Agricultural  Bureau  of  New  South  Wales. 

John  Douglass  doubtless  would  be  interested  in  a  transcription  of  a  show  you 
nisr.ht  do  with  these  farmers,  especially  if  they  brought  out  their  observations  on 
agriculture  in  the  U.S.,  and  something  of  their  experiences  here.  Address  him  at 
the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  264  Pitt  St.,  Sydney. 

We  don't  know  contacts  at  various  stops.    We  suggest  you  try  offices  of 
county  agents,  or  farm  organizations,  as  the  case  may  be.     If  you  canrt  find  anyone 
locally  who  knows  about  their  visit,  let  us  know  and  we'll  see  what  we  can  find  out 

Chicks  of  Tomorrow 

Federal  Extension  poultrjman  H,  L«  Shrader  reports  that,  this  week,  the  first 
batch  of  16  thousand  "chicks  of  tomorrow"  were  hatched  at  a  commercial  hatchery 
near  Easton,  Md.,  under  supervision  of  the  Delaware  substation  at  Georgetown. 
The  hatch  represented  winners  from  contests  in  '46  and  '47.     The  eggs  came  from 
hens  of  40  breeder  contestants  in  25  different  States".     Birds  will  be  grown  and 
finished  as  broilers  at  the  substation. 


Trade  Charter  Signed 

On  Wednesday,  53  countries  in  session  at  Havana  since  last  fall,  signed  the 
ITO  (international  Trade  Organization)  Charter.     Countries  taking  part  in  the 
Havana  UN  Conference  on  Trade  and  Employment  represented  90%  of  the  world's  inter- 
national trade. 

The  charter,  originally  written  by  the' U.  S,  Government  in  '45  and  revised  at 
Geneva  last  year,  goes  into  effect  upon  ratification  by  20  signatory  governments. 
Our  government  regards  the  charter  as  one  of  the  most  constructive  steps  toward 
peacs  to  -  come  out  of  the  UN. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Karl  Knaus,  of  Federal  Extens ion, ■ will  be  at  East  Lansing  April  19-21,  with 
the  Extension  Service .„..♦* .and  at  Chicago  April  22-24  at  farm  management 
conference*  « 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
RED's  Help  Save  Grain 

WeSt/rgerthifwo;dIh0'S  d°inS  radi°  S°h00lS         Sraln  — tion'in  the 

tier.  ^TSarf  YnL^tt  ^S-been  d°inS  a  b«***  M  on  grain  conserva- 

Ufarch  22  f  Lri L  °  S  on  television  since  KSTP-W  gees  on  the  air  tomorrow 
keens  hitting  »  a.flnVob  on  Poultry  Wlllflg,    Larry  Haeg  (of  TOCO) 

keep    hittxng  the  economo  side  with  plenty  of  stress  on  the  discount  on  hogs  of 

-    k      "hi  !orn         ^  °hl0aS°  "  d°inS  three  grain  conservation  Shows  a 

week  on  his  early  morning  program.    Hal  Totten  (WGN) .  too    is  helDino-      He  c 
up  to  University  Farm  (St.  Paul)  while  I  was  there  and        e    O      ^  '  J  ( 


ame 


was  there  and  made  20  tape  recordings." 
Kadderly  Does  5  4-H  Shows 


WPPt  Wdli*°?  f  dderly  of  KGW  in  Portland,   Oregon,  went  "all  out"  during  4-H  Club 
c^munitle  -"Sing  15  to  27  minutes  recorded  in"  oca 

communities.     The  series  ranged  from  one  transcription  of  a  family  unit    with  a 
conversation  with  10  children,  their  parents,  and  the  local  club  Lent  to 
community  meetings  with  as  many  as  38  club  members,  parents,  club  SrsTbusi- 

^Tkll7/^m  Part-    WaUaCe  d  «*  how^of 'anions, 


Incidentally,  Wallace  is  sending  us  one  of  the  transcriptions  for  the  ses- 
sion on  rural  young  people's  shows  at  Columbus,  and  for  our  transcription  library. 


WGR*s  Sunday  Show  Response 


much  ^l^^^^J^l  \°ld  MS  SUnd^  aUdience  ^  hadnrt  received 

The  Sunday  show  includes  15  minutes  of  music  and  market  reports  15  minute, 
of  general  announcements  of  farm  meeting  p+p  k  ^  f~  P  6* '  • ' .  minutes 
^^i.  ,  j-u-xii.  meetings,  etc 15 -minute  summary  of  livestock- 

Si; rrmm:sr--and  15 minutos with aisoyhaS 


week-day  farm  show. 
Purdue  Host  to  RFD's 


Purdue  University  was  host  to  19  ppnic 

&  aubl'        i<s  kpD's,  and  also  program  directors  and  q+n-H  rm 

s5:::^  ttiz:  Tuesday  of  this  weok-  The  « 

varietvr°fdtfnhmitZ'  F°™.Editor  of  Purdue's  WBAA,  reports  a  program  covering  a 
Insec^oro,n0^0E'  "olu?lnf  discussions  of  rather  and  market  information..?, 
insect  prospects  and  control. .. .crops  and  fertilizer. .. ,2,4-D. .. .artificial  in- 

lZ«?aoa  TJtlY dairy  -^f-.'—imai  h„sban<.ry...:4.H;;r^LarS1:;. 

ExIeriLnt  St°«  ™      f  ^s?d  information  available  from  Indiana  Extension  and 
Experiment  Station.    An  evening  feature  included  "Agriculture  Around  the  World  " 

brrns:yand^;'ua:itd::°ted  t0  ^  *°  h—  experimental 
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£^£ii£      OUR_SELVE_S     (CONT'D.)  - 

Another  year,  the  RFD's  said  they'd  like  to  spend  more  time  on1  individual 
projects,  and  not  cover  so  many  different  items. 


WGAR  Surveys  Farm  Audience  -     -  -i 

Richard  Kathe  of  WGAR  Cleveland  sends  along  tabulations  from.. a  questionnaire 
filled  out  by  945  farmers  from  12  counties,  mostly  in  .northeastern  Ohio. 

First  choices  on  types  of  music  were*. 

Quartets  and  old-time  favorites  281 

Show  tunes  164 

Hillbilly  132 

Hymns  114  -     •  •■- 

Military  marches  87 

On  the  question  of  farm  audience  time' preference  for  the   farm  program,  the 
voting  ran: 

'•5f30-6>00.         62  .  7:00-7:30  123  ■ 

'6:00-6:30        217  7:30-8:00  86 

6:30-7:00        455  8:00-9:00  17 

In  response  to  a  request  for  suggestions,  25  asked  for  les s. commercial  materi 
al  in  programs;  26  for  more  or  better  market  reports;  22  better  weather  reports; 
17  for  latest  agricultural,  homemaking,  and  farm  background  materials.     There  were 
16  miscellaneous  suggestions. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen  . 
Ass't  Director  of  Information  - 
for  Radio  and  Video  .  ■  ■•' 

Enclosures : 

Secretary  Anderson's  Invitation  to  RFD's 
Gapen's  Invitation  to  RFD's, 

Report  on  Developments  in  the  Campaign  Against  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease  in  Mexico 


